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About This Book 

 

Meet Denver, a man raised under plantation-style slavery in Louisiana in the 1960s; a man who escaped, 
hopping a train to wander, homeless, for eighteen years on the streets of Dallas, Texas. No longer a 
slave, Denver's life was still hopeless—until God moved. First came a godly woman who prayed, listened, 
and obeyed. And then came her husband, Ron, an international arts dealer at home in a world of Armani-
suited millionaires. And then they all came together. 

But slavery takes many forms. Deborah discovers that she has cancer. In the face of possible death, she 
charges her husband to rescue Denver. Who will be saved, and who will be lost? What is the future for 
these unlikely three? What is God doing? 

Same Kind of Different As Me is the emotional tale of their story: a telling of pain and laughter, doubt 
and tears, dug out between the bondages of this earth and the free possibility of heaven. No reader or 
listener will ever forget it. (From the publisher.) 

 
From:  http:/www.litlovers.com 
 
 
      

About the Author 

Denver Moore grew up on a plantation in Red Parish, Louisiana, where he lived in a shotgun shack as a 
modern-day slave until he escaped to freedom at the age of thirty. Freedom brought the uneducated and 
financially destitute Denver the gift of homelessness, which eventually led to ten years in the legendary 
Angola Prison for armed robbery. After his release, he ended up back on the streets, as a hardened 
criminal who frequented the Ft. Worth, Texas, Union Gospel Mission. 

Ron Hall grew up in Haltom City, outside Fort Worth, Texas. He attended college, earned an MBA, got 
married, had kids, became an international art dealer selling million-dollar Picassos, and volunteered to 
help serve dinner once a week at Ft. Worth's Union Gospel Mission, with his wife Deborah. Both bios 
from WittenburgDoor.com.) 

From: http://www.litlovers.com 
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Discussion Questions 
 

1. At the beginning of the book, what kind of person is Ron Hall? How would you describe him? (How 
does he describe himself?) Why does he agree to volunteer at the homeless shelter, and what is his initial 
reaction in doing so? 

2. Talk about the trajectory of Denver Moore's life. What events have landed him in the homeless shelter? 
Discuss the differences between his life and Ron Hall's. What is Denver's world view? 

3. Talk about Deborah Hall? What inspires her life? What does she think of Denver Moore? 

4. Eventually, Denver and Ron, two men who have lived vastly different lives, become close friends. What 
do the two see in one another? What draws them together? 

5. What are the symbolic implications of the conversation about how white men fish, especially their 
catch-and-release method? What does that conversation say about each man, and what is the underlying 
message that Denver is trying to pass onto Ron? 

6. What is the meaning of the book's title, "Same Kind of Difference as Me"? What does it refer to? 

7. How do both men change by the end of the book? What do they learn from or teach each other? 

8. This is a story about how hate and prejudice can be overcome by love and grace. How difficult is that 
achievement in most of our lives? What can this book teach us? 

9. Does this book inspire you? If so, in what ways? 

From: http://www.litlovers.com 
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Resources for additional information about book discussion choices and authors: 

Books & Authors  (Access through links to MeL Databases on Library’s webpage.) 
http://bna.galegroup.com/bna/ 
 
LitLovers.com 
www.litlovers.com 
 
Overbooked.com 
http://www.overbooked.com 
 
Penguin.com (USA) 
http://www.us.penguingroup.com/static/pages/bookclubs/index.html 
 
Reading Group Center 
http://reading-group-center.knopfdoubleday.com  
 
Reading Group Guides 
http://www.readinggroupguides.com 

  
  
Suggested print resources: 
 
The Book Club Companion: A Comprehensive Guide to the Reading Group Experience 
 Diana Loevy   
 374.22 Loevy 2006 
  
The Book Group Book: A Thoughtful Guide to Forming and Enjoying a Stimulating Book Discussion 
Group 
 Ellen Slezak (editor) 
 374.22 Book 2000 
  
Good Books Lately: The One-Stop Resource for Book Groups and Other Greedy Readers 
 Ellen Moore and Kira Stevens 
 374.22 Moore 2004 
  
Read It and Eat: A Month-by-Month Guide to Scintillating Book Club Selections and Mouthwatering 
Menus 
 Sarah Gardner 
 028.9 Gardner 2005 
  
The Reading Group Handbook: Everything You Need to Know, From Choosing Members to Leading 
Discussions 
 Rachel W. Jacobsohn 
 374.22 Jacobsohn 1994 
  
What Do I Read Next?  (Multi-volume set, annual editions) 
 Gale Research Inc. 
 R 016.813 What   

         


